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SUBJECT: RENEWAL OF THE US-USSR INTERACADEMY AGREEMENT 

REF: MOSCOW 6952 

1 . DEPARTMENT AND NAS APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S REPORT (REFTEL) 

ON SOVIET SCIENTIST ATTITUDES TOWARD CONTINUATION OF INTER- 
ACADEMY AGREEMENT. 

2. EMBASSY IS CORRECT (REFTEL. PARA 2) THAT NAS HAS NOT 
EXPLICITLY THREATENED TO TERMINATE OR CONTRACT INTER- 
ACADEMY AGREEMENT ACTIVITIES AS A CONSEQUENCE OF SOVIET 
TREATMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS. AS YOU KNOW, HOWEVER, 
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NAS HAS EXPRESSED ITS VERY SERIOUS CONCERNS OVER HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUES TO OFFICIAL SOVIET COUNTERPARTS ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS. FEELINGS ON THIS MATTER RUN HIGH IN THE US 
SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE USSR 
MAY GENERATE EVEN STRONGER PRESSURES HERE. 

3. AT THIS POINT NAS IS NOT PREPARED TO BEGIN RENEWAL 
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DISCUSSIONS WITH THE SOVIETS. A PRINCIPAL FACTOR IS THE 
HANGING SWORD OF SHCHARANSKY, GINZBERG AND ORLOV TRIALS— 
AND IN THIS CONNECTION, SOVIET FAILURES TO ANSWER CORRES- 
PONDENCE ON THE SUBJECT FROM NAS PRESIDENT HANDLER 
(COPIES POUCHED APRIL 10). ANOTHER ELEMENT IS THE 
PRACTICAL ONE OF LINING UP FUNDING FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE 
PROGRAM EXPANSION IF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION DOES 
NOT PROVE AN OBSTRUCTION. 

4. THE SOVIETS HAVE INDICATED THEY WISH TO EXPAND THE 
PROGRAM, BUT NAS HAS GIVEN NO ENCOURAGEMENT-AT LEAST FOR 
1978. FOR THE LONGER TERM, THE SOVIETS ARE AWARE OF 

KAYSEN PANEL RECOMMENDATIONS TO EXPAND JOINT RESEARCH AND 
SEMINARS WHILE MAINTAINING INDIVIDUAL EXCHANGES AT ABOUT 
THE PRESENT LEVEL. FYI, NAS CURRENTLY IS DISCUSSING WITH 
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION AN ADDITIONAL 20 MONTHS 
OF ACTIVITY IN 1979 DEVOTED TO JOINT SYMPOSIA. 

5. QUESTION OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGES IS UP FOR CONSIDERATION AT NAS 
COUNCIL MEETING APRIL 23. WHATEVER POLICY STATEMENT 
COMES OUT OF THAT MEETING MAY BE DISCUSSED BY MEMBERSHIP 
AT LARGE IN ANNUAL MEETING IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARD, APRIL 
24-26. WE WILL KEEP EMBASSY INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS 
HERE. 
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